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Five years in the making... 

Wind Offshore 2026, Helsinki

Ralf Häggblom
Energy coordinator, project manager
Government of Åland

Project Sunnanvind enabling offshore wind power in Åland
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The sea – the vision – the mission

The Åland maritime spatial plan adapted 2021:

1000 km2  potential suitable for offshore wind power

The Government of Åland 2021 vision: largescale 

offshore electricity production can create significant 

benefits for Åland. 

Project Sunnanvind’s task: enable establishment of 

largescale offshore wind power in the northern sea areas 

managed by the Government with the highest attainable 

benefits for Åland.

Exclusivity for the sea areas: to be based on competitive 

bidding auction, on market-based principles. 

Financing: The project has received 2,8 M€ EU-financing 

(RRF REPowerEU) in addition to Government budget funds.

A common resource of all ålanders, with potential
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Timeline

Master plan

Other preparatory activities

Sunnanvind

project

Åland MSP

... 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 ...
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The local view...
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• To achieve the objectives of the Government of Åland for the establishment of 

large-scale offshore wind power, a master plan proposal has been developed.

• 26 comments were received on the draft plan in the consultation process and 

13 comments in the parallel Espoo procedure. 

• The consultations resulted in the plan being further developed.

• In the process adjustments to the area have been made and plan regulations 

have been formulated to ensure that the environmental impact is at an 

acceptable level. 

• The plan provisions include protective measures to minimize negative 

consequences on the natural environment and society. Examples of such 

safeguards include:

• Requirements for further investigations where further data is needed

• time restrictions for work that may cause sediment to spread or 

impulsive noise.

• noise reduction measures and protective distances to any valuable 

bottom habitats.

• The environmental assessment finds the master plan to have acceptable 

environmental effects. 

• The masterplan and plan description is further documented in 21 reports

Environmentally acceptable impacts – from draft to proposal
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Planning area & Wind power area

General:

• 1200 km2 area

• within six municipalities

• 15 km distance to Åland shore

~50 km to mainland Finland

~100 km to Sweden

Technical:

• 350 m max. turbine height

• 301 windmills in total allowed

Plan proposal:

• 21 stipulated plan requirements

- nature investigations

- nature protection

- impacting methods

- modeling of impacts
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Next steps:

• The masterplan proposal will be published on 
https://www.sunnanvind.ax/en this spring

• The project is proceeding with preparations 
for carrying out an auction

2026-03-18

https://www.sunnanvind.ax/en
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Questions?

18/03/2026
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